SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
poor souls, can see our way to do with spiritual
guidance. And so on. Mr. Aldous Huxley now seems
to spend his time arguing along these lines. He draws
our attention to the paradox whereby, in order for man
in society to crush evil beneath his heel, it is necessary
for him, at certain times, to generate in his own heart
all the hatred, all the brutalism, all the abominable evil
which he deprecates in his opponent. In face of this
paradox mere man, normally horrified at the cynical
opportunism of the Communists, is bowed down in
humility. His only course is to have patience, to act
with charity and to "have" a big policy of popular
education, or possibly psycho-analysis.
In view of all that has been said in this book, how
are we to make any reply to the seemingly unanswer-
able logic of this attitude? The reply that would be
offered by responsible thinkers in Soviet Russia would,
I believe, be much along the following lines.
It is true that every human being, as part of
his psycho-physical constitution, contains absolute
tendencies towards goodness. He deprecates all evil,
whether evil be considered as final or instrumental to
the attainment of a good end. These good tendencies,
however, are liberated or held in leash according to the
degree of freedom allowed by the mode of production
and its corresponding social structure in existence at
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